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This volume includes some research papers written originally in English
and presented at international conferences and seminars about the
history and historiography of higher education and European
universities. Each of them is aimed to illustrate certain aspects and
features of the Italian university system in the last two centuries. The
first chapter, in fact, traces the origins and evolution of the university
organization from the unification to the Il post-war period while the
second highlights the recent and particularly complex and controversial
history characterizing the introduction of e-learning and distance
education in the Italian university system. The third and fourth chapter
present, respectively, an overview of the most recent studies carried out
in Italy on higher education and universities in the contemporary age and
an analysis of the historical archives and of the sources used in the
history of higher education and Italian universities of the last two
centuries. Based on a very wide archival and printed material, the volume
provides an important and original contribution for the history of higher
education and of Italian universities between the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries.

Luigiaurelio Pomante (Teramo 1980), holder of a temporary research
fellowship in History of Education at the University of Macerata, he
received the title of Ph.D. in "Theory and History of Education” at the
same university, where he worked in the activities of the "Center for
Studies and documentation on the University history". Since 2010 he is
managing editor of the international journal "History of Education &
Children's Literature". He published several essays on the history of
higher education and universities in modern and contemporary age,
including L'Universita di Macerata nell'ltalia unita (1861-1966). Un secolo di
storia dell'ateneo maceratese attraverso le relazioni inaugurali dei rettori e
altre fonti archivistiche e a stampa (Macerata 2012) and Per una storia
delle universita minori. Il caso dello Studium Generale Maceratense tra
Otto e Novecento (Macerata 2013).
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